SMevember 1, 


NOVEMBER, 1877. 


THE MONTH. 
Marsmat MacManon’s appeal to the French people has been energetically and 
decisively responded to. Notwithstanding all the pressure brought to bear on the 
electors—the intimidation and direct coercion of large classes of voters, the vexatious 
restrictions imposed on Opposition candidates as regarded the circulation of their 
addresses, whilst every facility in that direction was afforded to their foes, the press 
prosecutions, the police espionage, the clerical intrigues, the interference of prefects 
and mayors, and the systematic perversion by all the agents of the Government of 
the real points at issue in the strife—the De Broglie and De Fourtou Ministry have 
- been signally defeated. The new Chamber of Deputies will contain a firm, united, 
and compact majority of from 130 to 135, resolutely determined to maintain parlia- 
mentary as opposed to personal government, and to defend the Constitution against 
the subversive efforts of despotic rule. It is more than possible that, when the 
Chamber shall have met, this majority may be increased. The high-handed inter- 
ference of Government officials in some of the elections will necessitate a searching 
parliamentary inquiry, and where that interference has been manifestly strained 
beyond the limits of the law, we may expect those elections to be set aside. In any 
event, the Liberal Opposition have a majority strong enough to defeat any insidious 
designs which Marshal or his advisers may have formed, whether for the over- 
throw of tary government or for the restoration of a monarchy. True, 


indeed, it is that the majority is not quite so large as in the late Chamber; that the 


Cabinet have ‘gained, and the Repablicans lost, some thirty seats; and that, on this 
account, some of the Government organs pretend to regard the issue of the struggle 
as @ victory; but if the Liberal phalanx, as the result of unwonted pressure, has 
been somewhat diminished in numbers, it has gained in experience, in resolution, 
and in moral strength ; it is powerful enough for all practical purposes, and presents 
to its opponents a solid and united front ; whilst the latter are split up into sections, 
each impotent in itself, and only held together by the frail bond of a common hatred 
to that parliamentary government which all alike conspire to destroy. The power 
of the majority, therefore, and its influence on the future conduct of affairs in France, 
must not be estimated merely by its numbers as compared with those of the adherents 
of the Marshal. The latter are divided in their objects ; the aim and purpose of the 
former are but one. To subvert the present state of things is the end now sought 
by the MacMabonites ; that achieved, they are not agreed amongst tHemselves what 
next todo. Their united policy is a negative one; they can act together to pull 
down, are utterly unable to build up. The Republican party, on the other 
ve the form of government they want; their common aim is to 
make it more of a reality, and to secure its permanence, Although, therefore, the 
Marshal's advisers have defiantly announced that they have not the slightest inten- 

to resign, we apprehend that in the parliamentary conflict which must so shortly 

they will find themselves worsted, and will be compelled to retire from the 
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field. The voice of France in the late elections is not to be mistaken. Although 
gagged and bound, bullied and cajoled, intimidated and coerced, she has nevertheless 
pronounced decisively in favour of a permanent and moderate Republic. Extreme 
men have been eschewed, whilst self-restraint, moderation, forbearance under provoca- 
tion, and a unanimity hitherto unknown, have marked throughout all shades and 
classes of the Opposition. The same admirable tact and temper displayed and main- 
tained in the Chamber will surely, in the long run, win the day. Already the 
majority is one before which, in our own country, an advoree Ministry would 
instantly withdraw. It will probably too, ere long, receive an accession of political 
strength from the new elections for the Senate, the complexion of which wil] mainly 
be determined by the result of those for the CouncileGeneral in the various com- 
manes. The Cabinet, and the Marshal also, who has so unwisely identified him- 
‘self with it, may probably fight hard and long, but it is not likely that the latter, 
with but little knowledge of the temper of the army, will act upon the insane coun- 
sels of the Bonapartists, and venture either on a fresh dissolution or a coup d'état. 


The rains in Bulgaria have ceased, military operations have been resumed, 
and from the seat of war in Asia comes fresh and startling intelligence. Of late we 


pave been so accustomed to tidings of Turkish successes, and checks imposed on 


Russian progress, that many bad begun to think and write as if the Rassian armies 
had been entirely discomfited, and would shortly have to return homewards, their 
generals confessing that the invasion of Turkey had been a failure. The signal 
victory of General Melikoff over Mukhtar Pasha, whose army is annihilated, and 
whose camp has been taken by the foe, has dispersed these dreama By this achieve- 
ment the Turks have been cut off from Kars, the reduction of which the Russian 
generals now hope shortly to effect, and it is even said that negotiations for its sur- 
render have already been commenced. Meanwhile General Todleben is constructing 
formidable works around Plevna, so as to shut in Osman Pasha, and, by intercepting 
his supplies, compel him shortly to yield up the place. A renewed attack, however, 
‘by the Roumanians upon the far-famed Grivica redoubt has failed; the stronghold, — 
although carried by assault, having been retaken by the Turkish troops. Deserters 


“to the Russians report that great distress prevails in Plevna; and the Turks allow 


‘that the convoys of provisions sent for its relief have, in part, been prevented, by the 
‘almost impassable state of the roads, from arriving at their destination. Hostilities 
in the Shipka Pass have also recommenced; whilst Suleiman Pasha and the Czmre- 
witch are likely soon to come into collision on the Lom. Large reserves are now 
being formed in Russia; and all the facts indicate that the Russians have no thought of 
drawing back ; that, on the contrary, they still hope tw achieve complete success ; and 
that even during the winter, so far as practicable, the campaign will be vigorously 
followed up. Meanwhile reports of mediation and diplomatic intervention multiply ; 
‘but, in the present stage of the conflict, there is too little probability that, even if 
authentic, they point to any early termination of the war. It may probably be 
true that the Sultan’s Government now regret that they ever entered on the struggle, — 
and foresee that, whatever its result, no advantage can accrue to Turkey suffzient to 
compensate for the enormous cost, both of human life and material resources, which 
the war will have involved. For all that, they may feel themselves ‘too far com- 
mitted to retreat from the defiant attitude they have assumed. Moslem fanaticism 
has been let loose, national pride has been aroused, and the animosity of hostile 
nations intensified to the extreme. At such a crisis, Christians in every country 


_ will more and more realize how vain is the help of princes, how utterly impotent 


is man, and how entirely, whether for the termination of this sanguinary conflict or 
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for any satisfactory adjustment of the Kastern Question, their hope and trust must 
rest only upon Him who is the God and Father of all the nations of the carth. 


With gladness: have the British pablic learned that the famine in India is net 
likely to recur next year, and that the duration of the calamity is now pretty 
accurately known. The sufferings of the people, and the consequent pressure both 
upon Indian resources and English philanthropy, are estimated to continue four or 
five months more. The seasonable rains that have fallen, and for which the nation 
may well join in devout thankagiving, have at length enabled us to see the “ begin- 
ming of the end.” Wedo not fear that this reassuring prospect will tend to stay 
or check the stream of English beneficence. To be convinced that strenuous exer- 
tion wil! enable us to tide over the misfortune, will surely stimulate to the utmost 
every effort the humanity of England can make. We rejoice to know that the 
Mansion House Fund now amounts to between £400,000 and £500,000, the Lanca- 
shire Fund to between £100,000 and £200,000, and other efforts in proportion. 
districts are nobly exerting themselves in this matter; and the advantages which 


with them daily, and have but to set in motion, to meet their physical necessities, 
that organization which already exists for supplying their spiritoal wants. It will 
require all these agencies, and all the seal and activity of those who work them, to 


not visited the relief works as they might have done, and have really not availed 
themselves of the supplies provided for their use. In other instances, where food 
itself was available, the difficulty of conveying it to the places where it was most 
wanted has caused much suffering, and probably much loss of life. If these evils 
are to be averted for the future, Englishmen, no less than Indians, must put their 
shoulders to the wheel. In the short space that yet remains for our exertions, we 
cannot do too much. Sermons wust still be preached, collections everywhere made, 
and liberal donations given. If we are but feithful to the demands now made 
upon us, we may confidently trust that God, in His wonder-working providence, 
will overrule even this calamity for good by drawing together England and India 
in closer and abiding ties. We may well rejoice if the ultimate result of this fearful 
visitation should be, on our part, a keener interest in India’s well-being, and, on 
hers, a true and devoted attachment to the nation under whose rule and protection 
she is placed. No better préparation could there be for her future acceptance of that 
religion which ennobles and elevates every people by whom it is sincerely and 
heartily believed ; which has been the chief means of giving freedom and prosperity 
to England, and is destined one day to blew and parify every land beneath the sun 


The Church Congress at Croydon has, in some of ite chief features, far surpassed 
all that have preceded it. It represented, with tolerable fairness, all the parties in 
the Chureh. The Evangelicals, indeed, had scrupled whether it were right they 
should attend. A meeting, however, being convened to discuss the question, decided 
it was best that they should go. The result justified their action. Their voices 
were heard, and their freely and . 
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! 
The missionaries and native teachers best know the people and their needs, mingle 
all that has been done, the accounts from the regions of scarcity show that many 
thousands have succumbed to famine—that wultitades have died, in most instances 
perbaps by a slow and painful process, from emaciation and exhaustion. In some 
cases, the people, either from superstition, from ignorance, or from false pride, have 
| 


ing from the controverted topics, and yet these matters were discumed with a for 


— bearance, a tolerance, and an amount of good temper never, we think, exhibited at 


any previous Church Congress. No doubt the Ritaalists are right in affirming that 
the general tone of the assembly was High Cnurch. There was, however, no such — 
outburst of practical intolerance as has occurred at some previous Congresses; — 
opposing sentiments were calmly listened to; and moderation, as a rule, pervaded 
the proceedings. The most extreme men on either side were absent, and the 
character and ecclesiastical position of the President, no less than his personal 


sagacity and tact, contributed, no doubt, to the order and decorum which prevailed. 


How far’ this studied moderation, this cautious avoidance of open and direct 
hostilities, may tend to advance the cause of scriptural truth, as opposed to Romish 
and Ritwualistic error, is, of course, entirely another question. The time seems to 
have come for Evangelicals to adopt a bolder line of action than any that is possible 
within the limits of Church Congresses. These, however, have their uses, and not the 
least important is the outspoken utterance of opinions in the hearing of the men by 
whom those views are contravened. Under such circumstances fidelity to truth 
may and onght to be combined with moderation of temper and of speech. These 
ends, in the Croydon Congress, were undoubtedly attained. The range of subjects, 
too, was both extensive and practical; and it is satisfactory to note that amidst 
topics directly bearing upon the work of the Church, both at home and abroad, and 
the cultivation of union amongst its members, place was found for considering 
its proper relation and attitude towards the great social questions of the day. 


The Archbishop's address at the evening social meeting which closed the sittings 


of the Congress, was equally distinguished by ability, courtesy, and tact, as that 
with which he opened the proceedings. And whatever, from the highest Christian 
standpoint, may be the shoricomings of the Congress, there hasbeen a great gain 
to the cause of truth in the fact that those amongst the clergy who hold to the 


doctrines of the Gospel, in all their simplicity and power, have had an opportunity, 


before so mixed and so influential an assembly, of freely and faithfully proclaiming 
their convictions. 


Next to the Church Congress, the meetings of the clergy and laity in Dio- 
césan Conferences are perhaps the most important, as indicating the tone and spirit 
prevalent in ecclesiastical circles, and the various currents of thought and feeling 
to be found in the different sections of the Church. Threo of such gatherings have 
recently been held—those of Oxford, Lincoin, and Carlisle, each under the presidency 
of its Bishop. The first was attended by upwards of 300 members, and what are 
called the “ burning questions” of the day occupied the chief place in its discussions. 
The Bishop, in his opening address, referred to the question of disestablishment as 
‘one no longer mooted only by opponents, but advocated by some within the pale of 
the Church as the best means available for its regeneration, and for warding off the 
dangers by which it was beset. It was therefore desirable fully to consider it, and 
it bad consequently been assigned the most prominent position. A resolution was 
then moved, to the effect that the severance of the connection between Church and 
State would be injurious alike to the best interests of the nation and the Church ; 
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| courageously expressed. To this Congress a more than ordinary interest attached 
. from its commencement—held, as it was, under the presidency of the Primate, | 
| in the vicinity of the capital, and at « time of no ordinary excitement on eccle- 
| : siastical questions. If the bopes of those who anticipated from it great results 
| have not been fulfilled, the fears of many have at least been disappointed. Two 
characteristics pre-eminently marked the gathering. There was no absolute shrink- 
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and this led to a long and significant debate. An amendment, not in conflict with 
the resolution, bat appending the condition that the connection could be beneficially 
maintained only by judicious reforms in the regulation of Church affairs analogous 
to and required by those already effected in the State, was moved by Canon Ridgway, 
but negatived, and the original resolution was carried unfettered by cunditions. A 
rider, affirming that the union between Church and State could be beneficial only so 
long as the clergy continued to preach the doctrines and maintain the discipline of 
the Church, and to submit to the decisions of the courts of law, led to an animated 
debate on the entire subject of confession, absolution, and the organized rebellion of 
a large section of the clergy against the laws and tribunals of the Church. A warm 
conflict of opinion was manifested, some energetically protesting against, and others 
as strenuously defending, the practice of auricular confession; whilst Mr. Walter, 
u.P., did not hesitate to assert that ifa system so abhorrent to Englishmen as that of 
the cunfessional were forced upon the Church, its existence as an Establishment 
must cease. Eventually, the rider was rejected by 127 votes to 88. Resolutions 
praying T‘arliament to give proper constitutional weight to the voice of Convocation 
in all questions relating to doctrine and ritual, and affirming that Dissenters had no 
right to require changes in the regulation of parochial churehyards which would 
impair the legal security for their orderly and religious ure, were also adopted by 
Jarge majorities. At the Lincoln Conference, the Burials question was arsigned the 
furemost place, and formed the subject of the Bishop's opening address. Dr. Words- 
worth assumed an attitude of open hostility to all compromise upon this question, 
and strongly urged the clergy of his diocese to do the same, The Bishop avowed 
that the resolution of the Earl of Harrowby, its support by the Primate in the 
House of Lords, and its ultimate adoption by that House, had neither altered bis 
sentiments on this subject, nor induced him to believe that any surrender of their 
claims by the clergy in this matter would be either politic or right. After a warm 
debate, a resolution in accordance with the Bishop’s counsel was carried by an over- 
whelming majority. At Carlisle, this topic, amongst others, was also warmly dis- 
cussed, and a resolution in favour of Lord Harrowby’s solution was neyatived by 
fifty-five to thirteen. Everywhere indications are abundant that this important 
topic will, in the next session, again present itself for urgent settlement, with no 
diminution of acerbity arising from delay. | 


Oxford, as the place fixed for the Annual Conference, this year, of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, was, as is generally thought, well and wisely chosen. There was « 
fitness that, in this great historic seat of learning, associated, in recent years, with the 
so-called “ Catholic” movement, and with Romanizing doctrine, a body of Christians 
should assemble whose idea of Christ's Charch is that it includes all true believers, 
whose idea of His kingdom is that it is spiritual, and whose conviction respecting 
His ministers is that they are teachers and not priests. The event amply justified 
the choice of the locality. The gathering, in all respects, was a success. Not being 
term time, the University itself was, of course, not largely represented. The 
attendance, however, was both large and influential; the tone and spirit of the. 
meetings were in full harmony with the objects of the Conference ; and the pro- 
ceedings generally excited a warmer and livelier interest in the city and its neigh- 
bourhood than” our friends had ventured to anticipate. In all that was said and © 
done there was a pervading spirituality of feeling that was eminently satisfactory, 
affording, as it did, the proof that in the hearts of those present one great end of the 
- Alliance bad been realized. The success of the Conference and the pleasure of the 
various meetings were largely due to the Christian earnestness and zeal and the un- 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 1, 


tiring exertions of the Rev. A. M. W. Christopher, the Rector of St. Aldate’s, who, 
friends amembled, comprising many members of the Alliance, not 

of Britain, but from foreign and distant countries. France, Switzerland, Spain, 
Italy, Germany, Canada, and the United States, all were represented, and, in many 
idstances, by tried and well-known men. The progress of Evangelical religion on 
the Continent naturally engrossed « large share of the attention of the Conference, 
and the proceedings at Geneva of the International Federation for the Observance 
of the Lord’s-day excited great and sympathetic interest. Dr. Morley Punshon 
delivered a stirring address on “ Oxford under Two Queens,” contrasting the reigns 


of Mary the First and Victoria, and reminding his hearers of the glorious truths to — 


which, in that city, Ridley and Latimer bore witnes at the stake. The subject 
of “ Protestantism,” and its positive aspects, was ably treated by tie Dean of 
Canterbury. Sir Harry. Verney, Bart, as Chairman of the Oxford Committee, 


greatly contributed to the general efficiency and satisfactory conduct of the Con- _ 


a 


ference. A fall report of the proceedings appears jn our present number. 


Intelligence. 


[From our own Correspondent } 
Paris, Oct. 17, 1877. 
THE GENERAL ELECTION, 

The strange drama is not yet over, though 
the elections are. Every reader hai beard of 
the bright summer's sun, the perfect quietners 
of the election day in Paris, and the return 


7 


of nineteen Republicans out of the twenty | being so generously sent to cover 
deputies who had “to “be elected by the/| fine. No wonder the bales of English news- 
Parisians. The joyful congratulations and | pepers were stopped at the frontier! British _ 2 


bright looks of the great mass of the popula- 
tion the next morning were in harmony with 
Abe cheerfal sun and the fairy dancé of the 
falling leaves as they whirled their light 
waltz in the warm breeze on all the public 
walks. The rest of France has proved that, 
notwithstanding the immense and almest 
unique preseure upon it by the Government 
and clerical agents, with, in many cases, 


most unfair play, ite will is thet the steady | i 


advance in political education and free ineti- 


tations, interrupted so impertinently by the 
16th of May, shall be resumed, and the last 


sheets struck off daily in Paris and absorbed 
by the public, the Roman Gatholic party only 


painful five months be as though they had | print 56,000. 
not been. Episcopal flatteries, Pope’s prayers| POLITICAL AGITATION AND COMMERCIAL 
and benediction, medals and—etrange alle- DEPRESSION. 


multiplying of miracles, and odd prophetic 
im the Marshal's speeches, have only 
shown the hollowness of the attempt to upset 
the proportions of parties and the wise 
fortitude of French Republicans. The Lord 
is over all! 
Much merriment was occasioned by the 


France bas still to pass through the period 
of agitation connected with the election and 
sitting of the Councils-General of each de- 
partment. “ When will the signal for repose 
be given?” asks one of the most popular 
journals. “ When shall a few monthe of con- 
fidence and security be found fyr willing 


\hands and hearts, whose chief passion and 


Among the 1,400,000 newspaper _ 


; 
~~ 
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7 FRANCE. 
reading out of the successful names publicly 
| at the offices of the journals "6f the opposite 
| party, whose staff stood aghast at the ill- 
success of their candidates and the joyous re- 
ception of the tidings thereof. Some degree 
of surprise was occasioned by the patronage 
of Gambetta by the English, and the mcney 
hatred to littleness and tyranny is irrepres- 
sible, and doubtless British outspoken opinions 
were too much for the clique which sur- 
rounded the Marshal. Gambetta, however, is 
somewhat of a harum-scarum fellow, not really 
understood on our side of the Channel. Amid 
the hecatomb of journals snapped up is one | 
Protestant one, Zglise Libre, whose editor 
and printer have been: summoned td appear 
ip court to answer for “cantempt of the 
| 


liff 
to reach which almost Another of the itinerating brethren 
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ggle against 
legis- 

gained by 
to defend 
Marpingen 
Romish 


Laws is sufficient at present 


by which the 


the State. 
the Virgin at 


the independence of 
money for the| The apparitions of 


this | the ground which has been 


uring | lation at present, as our Government 
chiefly | May 
that | and Dietrichewalde, 


poning 


measure are said to be 


t question how 


be brought in d 
It is a very difficul 


best to obtain the meceseary 
schools. It is, however, very fortunate 


this session, The reasons for post 


important 
financial. 


| 
| GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } the Bill does not come on for discussion at 
——_—, Prussia, Oct. 17, 1877. | present, as a time of religious conflict is not 
CHURCH LEGISLATION. well adapted for legislation on a question which 
The Prussian Parliament will meet again | touches important religious interests. The 
on the 21st of this month; but ad far as we | religious or denominational character of our 
can judge at present, it will be little occu- | ‘primary schools would give rise to very vio- 
pied with religious questions. Especially, it | lent debates. Nor will the 
i may be positivel stated that the Public| Rome be advanced by any 
Schools Bil 


- 


Constiiution into Lauenburg. The provincial 
synods of the Rhine province and Westphalia 
have just been assembled, and discussed 

i which 


Zh 

FEE 


the spiritual wants of the 
dedicate a Jarge portion of this collection 

the Berlin City Mission. The two above- 
mentioned synods have also been called upon 


sss 


by the Supreme Consistory to give their | 


has expressed its disapproval of the ritual. 
In the Rhine province, where civil marriage 
has existed under the rule of the Code Napo- 
leon since the beginning pf\this century, 
and where no change in the)ritnal was made 


The famous German poet, Heine, once said 


that ideas acceptable in the drawing-room 
might be very dangerous in the hands of the 
working man. This feeling seems to take 
hold of some persons now. It cannot be 
denied that unbelief seeins jess dangerous 
when expressed by a professor than when the 
socialist draws the practical consequences. 
It seems that Professor Virchow does not wish 
to-be classed among the “ Nibilist professors,” 


MISSION AMONG RAILWAY OFFICIALS. 
Among those who, by their employment, 
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populations of the Rhine province and the | on that sceount, the necessity of a radical 
| province of Posen have been thrown into «| change is not felt. 
1 state of excitement, certainly seem to saggest CASE. 
) the necessity for some preventive measures;| The case of Mr. Hossbech, which created | 
such intense excitement in the whole of our 
| Chareh, has now been decided by the Consis- 
tory of the Provinee of Brandenburg. After 
| a Jong discussion, in which Dr. Techow sought 
to vindicate “the rights of Liberal theology,” 
| it was resolved, with one dissentient vote (that 
| of Dr. Techow), that the confirmation of Mr. 
Hossbech as pastor of St. James's Church 
| should be refused. The Liberal press shows 
| great indignation at this decision, which will 
probably be maintained by the Supreme Con- 
been extended to the whole of the Prussian | sistory; bat all believing hearts rejoice that 
: monarchy. The only place where hitherto | a congregation is not obliged to accept against 
| they have not existed is the small EI of | ite will « pastor who denies the fundamental 
| Lavenburg, which was fully incorporated | truths of revelation. 
with Prossia on the Ist of July, 1676. The PROYESSOR VIRCHOW. 
decisive step bas now been taken there aleo.| [EA 
A synod, conv: ned by royal order, met on the 
20th of September, and assented to the in- 
» troduction of the Schleswig-Holstein Church : 
follow from the completion of the Church 
: Constitution in the old Prussian provinces. 
The other six provincia. e:nods will meet | whose dangerous influence Prince Bismarck 
in the beginning of 1878, and it is to be/| mentioned im his conversation with the 
hoped that the first regular General Synod | Wiirtemburg pastors. In « conference of 
will meet in the course of next year. philologists assembled at Muanich—where, in- 
Darwinism were accepted as the proper 
results of science—the famous politician 
warned the assembly against taking for 
tific men. It would be fortunate if this very 
general collection over the whole seasonable word should make its due impres- 
sion on those who find in every new scientific 
conjecture some evidence against the truth of 
the Bible. 
opinion on the »ew Marriage Ritual which it | are greatly excluded from the benefit of the 
| proposes to lay before the General Synod. It | day of rest, the railway officials occupy a 
will be time to revert to this subject when it | prominent place. It is, therefore, well that 
is discussed by the General Synod. Let me/in Saxony and Hamburg a beginning has 
only mention here that the Rhenish Synod | been made in the circulation of printed 
sermons and tracts among railway officials, so 
that each of them may have one on the 
Sunday. These publications always receive 
& warm welcome, 


and then, referring to this particular Con- 
gress, he pointed out that whether it should be 
a blessing or not depended on the manner in 
which it was conducted by all who should 
take part in its deliberations. No one had a 
right to attend a Church Congress who was 
not willing to give and take. This 

Congress bad alike ite difficulties and its 


was little fear of collision. When two awoke 
it became difficult, and when all three awoke, 


itself, that they might be tempted each to 
ignore the good in the others. “Thank God, 
we live in the days when ail the three are 
awake; thank God for it most heartily. 
There is no set of theologians in this coun- 
try at the present moment that is not alive 
and awake, and anxious to do its duty ac- 
cording to its own convictions, Then the 
more necessity for our insisting, as we bave 
done now, upon those lessons of tolerance 
and forbearance. The work before us is 


great, the prospects of this Church of ours 


are not.dark. Some think that I never speak / 


your work, encouraged 


5 


been, wus that Mohawmedanism had not 
sufficiently studied and understood. 


Pei 


= 


1, "RVANGFLICAL CHRISTENDOM. 381 
THE CHURCH CONGRESS. without an undue exaggeration of the bright- 
The seventeenth Church Congress was/| ness of the prospects of the Church over 
opened on Tuesday, the 9th ult, at Croydon. which I am called im God's providence to 
The proceedings commenced with « large | preside. But they are bright Look abroad. 
gathering of the clergy, who went in pro- | What other country in the world would you 
cession to the parish charch, where an ad- — with? Look at home. 
mirable sermon was preached by Canon Light- of the other denominations ! Look 
foot, from Ezekiel i. 4: “I looked, and, bebold, a What age are you prepared to say it 
whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, have been by far more satisfactory to 
and a fire.” The members afterwards assem- in? For my part, I thank God 
bled in the Congress Hall, a temporary wooden | ME courege ; and I hope that from this 
strncture, which had been erected for the | meeting you will go forth, each of you, to the 
After prayer and singing, the Archbishop of God for—many 
Canterbury, who presided, proceeded to de- | MEE built, many schools endowed amd 
liver the inaugural address. His Grace spoke | rightly instructed, much zeal for the spread 
firet of the uses of such gatherings in ;| Of religion in the land, and a great zeal also 
for the spread of the Gospel of Christ 
. throughout the world.” _ 
The members of the Congress then rose 
P and united in reciting, in monotone, the 
Aposties’ Creed. The effect was very striking. 
The first subject on the paper for dis- 
cussion was “Mobhammedanism.” Bishop 
Steere having set sail for Africa, his paper 
helps. It bad been the subject of much | was read by one of the Secretaries, and this 
prayer. The English Church had always | was followed by papers by Profeseor Palmer, 
had its various phases of thought—the High, | Sir W. Muir, Professor Monier Williams, the 
Low, and Broad. Great names were at- | Rev. Jani Alli, and the Rev. J. Cave-Browne. 
tached to each—Andrewes, Hall, and Butler |, These papers were full of interesting state- 
in the past—Keble, Arnold, Maurice, and | ments and observations. The speakers seemed 
Simeon in our own. times. “Men of God of | to agree that one great reason why Chris- 
each school had been ready to feel for those | tianity had not been more succeseful HE 
of the other. While the Church slept there | efforts egainst Mohammedanism than HE 
was no difficulty in keeping the peace, and 
when only one school of thought awoke there , 
then, of course, there was very great danger 
, that men might mistake the maintenance of 
their own deep convictions of truth for truth 
«Rev. G. Macdonald (who 
Elam), Arch- | 
Prebendary 
betance a de- . 
true basis of | 
or atheiam, | | 
_ day. Profeseor Pritchard’s paper was 


' motive was no reason for consenting 


is 


FSESE 
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our leading reviews are debating with sad 
and serious eloquence whether there be any 
life beyond the grave! These be your Chris- 
tian champions! When I take up one of 
these engines for the fostering of strife— 


religious than ever appears in secular politics 


th. 
raigned no one’s honesty, nor spoke against —then I declare that I shake off my feet the 


ty of life and 


the caprices uf individuals—not primitive, but 


very dust of such Christianity as that.” 
Viscount Midleton cordially re-echoed the 
appeals which had been made in favour of 
toleration, But if the Church were the 
Reformed Church of England, as by law 
established, the laws of the Church must be 
also the laws of the land, and then those laws 
must be interpreted by the men upon whom 
the duty of expounding them—not of making 


Roman. They made the Word of God of | them—had devolved. That being 80, he 


none effect th 
and loud cries of * No.”) 


rough their traditions. (Cheers, felt that the decisions which had been de- 


livered by duly qualified tribunale—(cries of 


Canon Carter read the next paper on the | “No, no!”)—must receive deference at the 


same subject. The hope, he remarked, of 


mutual toleration and cooperation depended 
not on outward arrangements, but on the 


growth of a tolerant and co-operative spirit. 


d 


hands of all loyal friends of the Church of 
England. There was no other authority to 
which the Charch could appeal. (Cries of 


“Convocation!” and. interruption.) [The’ 
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very effective. He maintained thet faith,, After mentioning a number of hindrances to | 
not scepticiem, was the condition of intel-| such « spirit, he proceeded to point out what . 
| lectual progress as well as of religious life. | was necessary if mutual toleration and unity 
‘. “ Scepticiam was not ‘the joyfal mother of 
children ;’ scepticiom was barren. Restless- 
| ness was her stepmother; hopelewness and 
i misery dwelt in ber abode.” 
i A sectional meeting was beld at the Public 
if Hall. The subject of the addresses was “ The 
| Church im relation to trade’ unions, and | 
agricultural labourers’ anions.” The tenor 
4 sympathy, especially on the part of the clergy, | 
+ with working men, and of a more earnest effort | 
to understand their position and aspi 
wee 
| Canon Farrar also read a paper on the 
subject, in the course of which he remarked : 
be May not even the most blindly infatuated 
| partisans among us al! take warning from the 
fect that while we are fiercely disputing . 
about the interpretation of a rubric, the 
world is quietly discussing the very existence 
of a God? A clergyman, accustomed to 
preach in a black gown, happens to preach 
in a white one, and, lo! the columns of a 
religious newspaper are filled for weeks with 
angry controversy, at the very moment when 
| 
| 
| when I observe their petty eavesdroppings 
and their rancorous personalities—when I see 
them dealing invariably with religion in a 
spirit more glaringly irreligious and snti- 
| one’s sincerity, but puri | 
cor- 
ruption of the faith. He that 
Evangelicals did not reject the teaching of 
| the primitive Church or the just suthority of | 
| the Church as the keeper and witness of 
God’s troth; but they rejected extreme | 
opinions, because they were not Catholic, but | 


listened to with careful attention. 


gelical Churchman, and he was for toleration. 
He would tolerate anybody who d 
beyond the Prayer-book and the 
God. Within those limits he 


2.8 


Prayer-book, and put a wrong interpretation 


upon it, then he remembered bis ordination | i 


vows. A declaration that he would stand 


sectional meetings held on Wednesday. 
of these—that in the morning—dealt with 
‘the subject of “ Pauper and truant children;” 
the afternoon meeting with the subject of 
_ “Charity Organization in ite Christian aspect 
with reference to almegiving aud medical and 
provident institutions; their use and abuse ;” 
and the evening meeting with that of “The 


‘ 
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cation radically reformed, uniting Canterbury 
and York in one body, in which the laity 


should be represented by lay proctors. 
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Archbishop asked the audience to be good | Church in relation to public amusements” 
enough to remember that Lord Midleton was | On the subject of amusements the speakers 
in possession of the house, and that any one | held that there were too few rather than too : 
who might wish to speak afterwards had only | many in the country, and that while there 
to send his name up to the chair.] Viscount | was great need for caution, it was the duty 
Midleton, resuming, said: An easy. course | of the Church to try to raise the tone and 
was open to those who differed from any law | HEE of public amusementa 
in this country; they could at once seek to Mi Thursday morning there was a very 
change it. There were constitutional means 
terpreted the tone or temper of either branch | NN for discussion 
i of the Legislature when he said that any re- 
presentations on such a subject would be 
Canon Ryle, who was received with great 
applause, said that he stood there as an Evan- 
ment might be made as conduce 
with anybody; but when men went beyond |-vantage of both Church and State, To effect 
the Word of God, and poured contempt on | this they must draw a clear and distinct line 
: the Scriptures—when they went beyond the | between spiritual powers and those temporal 
DE | accidents which were advantageous for the 
fluence of the Church, but in no way 
ee | bound up with herlife. To permit the State 
shoulder to shoulder with those who were | to interfere with what appertained to the faith 
engaged in protecting their churches and | or the administration of the sacraments, the : 
burial-grounds from the grasp of the spoiler, | ordering of her services or her ritual, would 
awakened great enthusiasm in the audience. | virtually be an abandonment of her claim to 
The Bishop of Winchester, Bishop Perry, | be the bride of Christ. He desired that 
the Bishop of Oxford, Earl Nelson, Mr. | when questions respecting changes arose they 
Beresford Hope, m.r., the Rev. W. Maclagan, | might be definitely settled by the Church 
and others, also took part in the discussion. | being allowed the requisite legislative power 
At the afternoon sitting of Wednesday, | to give a clear and decisive utterance, To 
there was a smaller and more tranquil audi- | attain this there must be a better representa- 
ence than in the morning. The topic was/| tion of the clergy in the Lower House of 
‘ Representative assemblies of the Church of | Convocation—the whole of the Upper House 
England, general and diocesan,” “The main | is nominated by the Prime Minister, aad in 
question debated was whether the laity ought | the Lower House all the deans and arch- 
or ought not te be admitted as members of | deacons by his nominees, so that there is no 
such assemblies. The feeling appeared to | need of more lay influence—a joint delibe- 
tend in favour of the admission of the laity, | ration of the two Convocations, and longer | 
but under certain cautious limitations. The | sessions of Convocation. . 
: subject of discussion at the evening meeting,| Canon Ryle also read a paper on the same 
at which the Bishop of Winchester presided, | subject. He wanted no change in the rela- 
was “ Intemperance: the legislative remedies | tions of Church and State, or in the consti- 
and church action by which the evil should | tution of the Supreme Court of Appeal. It 
be combated.” This waa the occasion of an| was his firm conviction that to the lay ele- 
earnest and useful discussion, conducted with | ment in the Court of Appeal in the last thirty 
much moderation. There were also three | years they owed the very existence of the 
Church of England. If the Court had been 
composed of ecclesiastics alone, they would 
have been ruined by its decisions. Convoca- 
tion in its present state did not represent the 
ee They wanted a Convo- 
| 


~ 


i 


and 
Church iteelf. Lord Nelson, Canon Asb- 
well, and Dr. Alfred Lee were the principal 
speakers. 


He thought the problem 
was to find out the true relation that should 


debt of gratitude to the Dissenters. Many 
opportunities of union between Churchmen 


ber 1, 
and Dissenters had been lost, and now the 
tactics of the Liberation Society revealed « 
fixed intention, not of liberating the Charch, 
bat of destroying her. If what they had 
seen and heard were to be the lest tactics of 
the Dissenters, there was but answer to 

need the 


their conduct in relation to the Burials ques- 
tion. That question he looked upon as 


joyed | back, they must alter the Prayer-book—(“Oh, 


oh !”)—thongh not extensively. They were 
as competent as their fathers to do euch 
work. God was just as much with the nation 
now as He had been, and if they set to work 
in the epirit their fathers had shown, they | 
would be able to provide, to a certain extent, 
a new framework for the Charch—(“No”)— | 
and make it again as it once was—the worthy 
National Church of the people of England. 
(Cheers.) 

Canon Ryle said Churchmen should exer- 
cise the utmost gentleness and kindness in 
dealing with their Nonconformist brethren. 
No doubt hard things had been said by Non- 
conformiste against Churchmen, but bad not 
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: Dr. Alfred T. Lee followed with « third 
paper; and Mr. Cecil Raikes, Lord 
| | Grahemstown took part in the discussion. 
duty 
| of the 
| other meetings of the Congress on Thursday. 
: Archdeacon Hessey, who opened the dis- 
cussion on this latter subject, contended that 
' museums might be opened with good resulta, 
and that recreation-grounds should be at 
. tached to Sunday-echools in large towns. 
| Several speakers, we are glad to say, expressed | that the inheritance was endangered mainly tt. 
their dissent from the Archdeacon. through the conduct of the clergy in their 
On Friday morning a public breakfast was | relations with Dissent in this country. They 
i held to promote the objects of the Home Re-| had become too professional in @ narrow 
. union Society. The Bishop of Winchester, | sense; they were separating themeelves too 
| who filled the chair, explained that these | much from the nation in general, and particu- 
objects were to endeavour to establish some | larly from that portion of it which was out- 
common ground on which the Nonconform- | side their own lines—viz., their Nonconform- 
ists might be induced to return to the/| ist brethren. In illustration of this he re- 
ferred to the objection taken to a Dissenting 
The subject for discussion in |e Congress | virtually settled. (“No.”) If that assembly 
Hall on Friday morning was “'fhe mutual | thought that the opinion of the country was 
' relations of the Church and Nonconformity | with them, they would find that they were 
at various periods of the nineteenth century.” | grievously and seriously mistaken. (“ No.”) 
| Canon Curteis read the first paper on the | They ought to welcome Englishmen who 
| subject: There was no nation, he remarked, | came forward to claim their share in the na- 
, under the sun which had been favoured with | tional burial-grounds. Would the Dissenters 
. so long and steady a political ing asjcome back? If they wished them to come 
England had been—none which had e 
: so unbroken a history, none which had had es 
. to deal with men in modern times on so 
. broad and catholic a scale, none which had 
been divinely summoned to rule so yast a 
| variety of races, creeds, and civilizations. 
What, then, was her corresponding duty for 
exist between religion and politics—in a word, 
| between Church and State. In the working 
out of this, he thought they were bound to 
| confess that this country had received very 
| large assistance indeed, and owed a great 
| 
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unwonted spectacle was witnessed of ar Esta- 
blehed and a United Presbyterian cougre- 
gation worshipping together in a Wesleyan 
Methodist church, that of Gallowgate. 

On the 17th alt., at St. Peter's Roman 
Catholic Church, Saffron Hill, London, the 
Rev. T. A. ua. of Worcester 
College, Oxford, was received into the Roman 
Catholie Church. _ 

The United Presbyterian Church of Scot- 
land has bought the Edinburgh Theatre for 
£26,700. It is to be converted intoa synod 
hall and offices for the whole denomination. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


337 


The theatre was built about two years ago 
at a cost of more than £50,000. 

Under the will of the late Mr. James 
Graham, of Cornwall Terrace, Regent's Park, 
his executors have just discharged their task 
by distribating £100,000, in sums of £250, 
£500, £1,000, and £2,000, to 111 hospitals, 
charitable societies, schools, etc., principally 
in London. 

The Rev. Dr. Charles Williams, Principal 
of Jesus College, Oxford, died on the 17th 


ult,, aged 72. 


a Spanish 
village called Tznatoraf, in the province of 
Jean, lives a colporteur of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. This man and his 
wife are both Protestants, and they were the 
centre of a small knot of co-religionists in a 
remote district. When a first child was born 
they travelled miles away to get it baptized, 
but could not afford to do so when a second 
came. On the 18th of September, the wife 
of this colporteur was delivered of another 
child, and a few hours after its birth two 
priests came to the house and endeavoured to 
induce the parents to allow the child to be 
baptized according to the rites of Rome. The 
father declined, and told them that he did 
not belong to their communion. The next 
morning appeared the village sree Mes who 
came on the same mission, and 
high tone to insist upon the ‘ld being 
christened as a “‘ Catholic.” Again the parenta 
resisted, and the poor mother in her bed pro- 
tested several times. Before midday the 
alcalde returned with his baston de mando, or 
insignia, his alguazil, or policeman, the two 
priests, and some neighbours, They actually 
took, not only the child, barely twenty-six 
hours old, but another aged two years, and, 
despite every entreaty, the protest of the 
father, and the tears of the unfortunate 
mother, bore them off in triumph to the 
parish church. Thére, amidst a crowd of 
‘peasants, and with belis ringing, the children 
were baptized, and afterwards returned to the 
parents. It is stated that the Spanish Go- 
vernment has promised an inquiry into the 
matter, and that legal action will be taken 
against the offenders. 

Betoran Socrery.— The 
_ last report of this institution mentions the 


opening of three new stations—Spa, Sart- 
Dame-Avelines, and Quaregnon. In conse- 
quence of the aid given from this country by 
the Evangelical Continental Society, a new 
statio£ is about to be opened at Ostend. Two 
new Protestant chapels have been built and 
dedicated ; one at Dame-Avelines. A chapel 
is pearly finished at Spa, and one is about 
to be erected at Ransart (Charleroi), At 
Fiémalle (Lize-Seraing) also a Protestant 
place of worship is urgently required, and 
is about to be built. In other places, Evan- 
gelical worship is being conducted, and the 
people attending it are in want of adequate 
accommodation. these are Verviers 
and Préalle (Lidge). 

Da. Somervitte at 
Melbourne Christian Review says that the 
presence of the Rev. Dr. Somerville in Mel- 
bourne has proved most beneficial to the 
sacred cause of the Gospel. “ Crowds have 
hung upon his lips wherever he has appeared 
to im the Gospel of Christ. The 
largest available buildings have been found 
too small to accommodate the anxious mul- 
titudes who have sought admission.” Dr. 
Somerville has left Melbourne to hold meet- 
ings in other parts of the colony. 

CarprvaL Riaria Srorza, Archbishop of 
Naples, who has been much spoken of as a 
probable successor of Pius 1x., died on the 
7th ult, aged 67. He was in exile at 
Rome for six years after the fall of Francis 
u., bat of late had shown a very conciliatory 
attitude in his relations with the Government 
and Municipality. His brother was the 
Duke who married Berryer’s sister. 

CarpinaL Capati died at Rome on the 
18th ult, He was sixty-seven years of age, 
and bad been ten years a Cardinal Deacon. 
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to be so, of our army; mou whose eway will ox. | back from India, ia he hed worked, as « 
tend over the wonderfal empice which hes been | friend, for the Britioh and Parsige 
' committed by God to our care, and which now for it was through it thet he became 
stretches cast and west, so as to furm girdle with the Noaconformist ministers at Richmond, 
They must recolleo: | where im 1854 be was dying of gastric lever. 
that they had to with all fsiths aed all His owa doctor asid nothing bat prayer could . 
nationalities, and there was ther-fore fo nation oare him; aed what was the consequence of his 
to whom it was more necessary to recognize the having become acquainted with and anited ia 
rect fast that there eaderlice for mon, brotherly love with those true Nonooaformist 
, they would but recognize it, deeper and wiler | brethren? Why, there were prayers for him in 
than all the differences that divided them in | every chapel in Hichmosd—loag im the 
com. | chapels and chert guayere ia the And 
mon faith the Ged who male of one sow there was the same kiad fe-ling in Oxford. 
blood all the nations of the earth—a common Mr. Martia, he was sure, would pray for him 
brotherhood which, at least in Christian lands, with all his heart, if he were dengeroasly ill, And 
is teaching us every year more carnestly the was not this accordieg to the mind of Christ? 
claime of our fellow-men. Bat there was a Was it right to tara the cold shoulder to their 
near-r bond which united those gathered here— Nonconformist brethren, whea they loved our 
a Christian faith (with whatever variations of Lerd Jeeus Christ in sincerity!’ But he mast 
outward forms), a desire that their lives at | 
be guided by the apirit of the Gospel and of | would hear of it, aod take kindly what he 
our Lord Jesus Christ. They lived ia a period | had to say. He was living on the kindect terme 
when all questions on the most important topics | with maay High Charchmen, But what was 
it was only in a dead state of society that every. brother to joim the Bible Society, yet every 
thing was supposed to be known and arttled, | one of them ased it, for they were members of 
and that nothing new could be learnt; and they the Nooiety for the Propagation of the (iospel, 
ef hearing the sod that was carryieg on its work in tweive 
views of their friends other countries, who priscipal cad obtain 
ey the | single copy of the Bible in seveo of those lan- 
great qrestions interesting and im- | gpaqee without thd Bible Society. The lessons 
they would allow him to read a few lines from | languages of India without the Bible Society; 
one of the Vice-Chairmen of the Oxford Com- | and yet becanse Noacon‘ormists were members | 
mittee, the Dean of Ripon, who, he was grieved of it, High Churchmen would sot have anything 
to say, was not able to be there. He wrote: ‘1 | to do with the Bible Society. me ons 
every heart; without that, platform ‘ches speak inly. t evening spoke, they 
valry and itical jealousy take the place of | name of the Oxford Committees. He thanked 
dechénate eye to the glory of Gol, the Holy | God that the guests bad had such a welcome 
Ghost is grieved, and there is no blessing” In | already from their Chairman. It hed taken much 
conclusion, Sir Harry Verney said they must | off his shoulders, if his own welcome was in 
trouble, fulness of the Oxford Committes, who had pre- 
Gumngil, aut thane in order to make | for they had never had a single difference of 
were all extremely obliged to bis friend Mr. | prepare for that Confereace. How many love- 
Christopher for his exertion; and they were | able ministers of the Gospel did a clergymaa of 
thankful for the success which had attended it. | the Established Church become acquainted with 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME. throagh Poe yoseeneee by the epirit of love 
The Rev. A. M. W. pore cathe Be which raled the Evangelical Alliaoce! He had 
i. dressed the assembly. He the Chair- | greatly valued three Congregational ministers in 
man for the kind expressions he had used, and 
also the audience for the way in which they had — 
received them. As the Oxterd Committes were just led them in 
kind unanimously to esk him (Mr. ird, Mr. Martin, who 
Christopher) to give the address of welcome that | in his Rectory-room at the . that 
night, he trusted that God would give him His afternoon. He was very glad that Mr. tin 
be did preside ; and why he not? 
that was contrary to His mind and will, Ubristopher) said to s very dear friend of his 
that he might speak that which He might vouch. thas 
safe in His lovingkindness to bless. The only | man for nothing. hat did a Low Churchman 
circumstances that made it at all suitable that be | mean? It meant a man who showed that he 
should address them were, first, that be was an loved all who loved our Lord Jesus Christ in : 
actual resident in Oxford ; he had been here 
eighteen years as Rector of St. Aldate’s; and | Mr. Martin presided in his room. He mast say ; 
avdther circamstance was that be had lived in | that be bad not the slightest conscientious ob- ; 
brotherly love with ali denominations of Chris- | jection to this; then why should he object to it : 
tiane, He thanked God that eversince he came | at all? It would only have been through the : 
z2 
\ : | 
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terms which some of us have let fall 


shows us what they are; he points out what I have 
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4 with o and holier than the sims | sure they would grant him their indulgence, as 
he knew there were no more indulgent people in 
and not by the sword. Are not the Chrictien | Spapierd sor an bat wae de 
= the two countries, in harmonious Guts the of 
and Jew. He bad been ia Eogland, and 
. vised version of the good version hai been in other countries, bat be loved Spain 
that, to all English-epesking people, will be far more than amy other couerry im the world, 
clearer and dearer gives to Guan the | One 
e joint work of England end America ! And what of their friends had of being an Evan- 
. testimony is this that comes to us from Scot- | gelical from the not having belonged 
better and mateal om and bronght among the Congregatiwa!ista, bad 
= forty-nine chien inthe Church of England, and 
branches of the great Presbyterian household, | sometimes read the prayers too, and was bere 
img more than 19,000 meetings, some ago, in connection 
gregations? It is fresh im your memory that the in Spain, they bed Chureh of 
. ception in the Conference at New York, and alen the taking pert wm their de- 
that the success of Shat Conference was the | liberations wae 
pee at of the sucorss of this. better than to bold Christians as brethren, 
is on avity among Christ's fol- he rejoiced to be there that night. He first went 
lowers of different names and lands. and there oat to Spain throayh the Evangelical Al.iacce 
ws throughout Christendom for dis- | itself ; be was sent, and had ever since acted, as 
more the vsriour 
| is the naturel, the necessary outgrowth of « who bed so kindly given them welcome; he J. 
ua vital union between Chret and the individual © bat 
a believer. Partaking of Ubrist's life, individuals | he had met with many ; 
| come to possess Christ's hkeness. Recognized Pastor Van Andel (Amsteriam) said be would 
| members of the same body, they come to realize | almost like, instead of saying many things to 
that they are one, that they together constitate them, to tell them that with ali his beart be 
| one body in Christ, and therefore are ‘‘ members agreed with what bad been said, but he could 
: one of another.” A:d God wills ix, and Christ | not help adding a few remarks of hisown. He 
: prays for it: “1 in them, and Thou in me, that was struck from the begiuning of the proceed- 
they may be made perfect im one ; and that the cage of that evening wath the beastiful spirit 
world may know that Thou bast sent me, and | whi seemed to prevail in that opesing bymn, 
host loved them, eo Then hast loved And | where first of all Christ was acknowledged, and 
the prayer shall be snswered. There shell be | altogether the words seemed so suitabie to the 
one old, as thete is one Shepherd ; and in all present occasion. The kind letters he had re- 
God’s boly mountain there shall be nothing to | ceived convinced him that there were warm : 
burt or destroy, The Lord hasten it in His | bears to receive them, and be found s confirma- 
tume ! tiem of it that day. There was « time when he 
Pastor Baumann (Berlin) next addressed the was feeling sfter the truth, and when, among 
meeting. He was there to bring them the kind | the many difficulties, there was one foremost— 
regards and geod wishes of the German Com- | the variety of churches, aud the opposition of 
mittee of the Evangelical Alliance. Their Ger-| one church to another. He was purzied, and 
: tan friends prayed for an abundant and divine did not know what church to jom or to enter. 
Upon this Conferenor. He was touched | He entered upon that very difficult matter of 
deeply — examining the forms of the varwus churches, 
this occasion. They veued the assembly | aud it was in this perplexity that about thirty 
here Brent historical interest. it was | years ago he became acquamted with their Evan- 
here Wycliffe preached the glorious Gospel of Alliance, aod at once it seemed to cast 
faith in Jesus Ubrist our Lord; here was the ight upon the whole matter; the different de- $ 
| ee ‘bloody Mary” condemned to the nominations were in reaiity all one. Siace that 
| the freat heroes of the Reformation— time he bad been a member of the Evangelical 
Ridley, » and Cranmer. He came that | Alliance. He spoke of the persecutions with 
cay, n2.® Pilgrim im their town, but now he felt which the various denominations on the Conti- 
| as their - He reminded them of the re- | nent had bad to contend, and the changes which, 
lations that had existed between Germany and im that respect, bad pow taken place; alluded 
England, and hoped those o'd relations were re- to the great work carried on by the Bible and . 
newed by his visit bere. He alluded to the Trect Svcicties ; and concluded thank- 
Fork, held at wg those praeat for the hind ant hearty wel 
erence | come he bad reevived im this ancient, noble, aad 
be with the most i ing city. 
Mr W. Malcolm thought the 
The Don Jose Viliesid (Spain) said he sir tthe war cream in the Nort 
them that as be thought his brother, the | which were Mm some of their large towns,. 
Rev. Thomas L. Gulick, who was much better were carried om in the spirit of the Evangelical 
able than he, would have done so; but he was Aihaace, An-clission bad then 


Organizatioa 
bey had visited the towns im the country, aud 
found that the Allmnoe was weil received. The 


WEDNESDAY, Szrr. 26. 

At half-past seven this morning, aad each day 
at the same hour, a meeting for united prayer 
was held in St. Aldate’s Keotory-room, Pem- 
broke Street. (This early morning prayer-meet- 
7a been held daily for some years past.) 

be proccediugs of the Confereace cow 
with a devotional meeting at ten o'clock, uader 
the presideocy of the Rev. Uarr J. Uiya, 
Rector of Witchampton. A hymna was suay, 
aod the Kev. J. 5. Kussell offered payer. The 
Chairman read portion of Seripwure, and 
made a few remarks, after which prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Dr. Manning. 
THE ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

The Rev. J. R. Campbell, p.p. (Bradford 
delivered the anoual adurcss, as fullows :— 

The Evangelical Alliaace, of which we 
members apd su , stands as & witness and 
promoter of the unity which subsists betwixt 
“all that in every place call upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ out of true heart.” That anity ot 

God's childrea—Christ’s disciples—existe now 
and always, asa law of their spiritual natare, 
and as nothing more or less than their kiushiy 
in Jesus. 

Gathered ander the assurance of His great and 
previvus promise, our prayer is, that vur sense 
vl union be quickened snd 
conlirmed ; that, as the natural and necessary 
Outcuwe of this personal blessing, our sease o! 
living union tu each vther shali be quickened and 
coutirmed ; that our fellowship mw Christ with 
each otber shall enlarge hving fellowship in 
. Chret with all, whumscever aod wherescever, 
who by taith are partakers of Ubrist, and have 
His image, in any degree or feature, formed in 
them; that, fed frum His own infinite fulness, the 


pray for sball be g ven ; and given, not acourding 
the measare of our conceptions of vur 
feeble fath, bat according to the riches of His 
. “above what we are able to ask or 
think the ooly limit of tnat divine lberali 
our ability, for the time, to receive and 
the good and perfect gif which 
ather of Lights waits graciously to bestow. 
The actaal, living anity of Gol's children — 
Christ's disciples— we have not to pray for. That 
exwtenow ; tt isalready acoom as certainly 
ae Christ bas wrought, by His Spirit, in every 
ove of them, and made every one of them a 
taker of “like precious faith.” Each and of 
them are “ of God.” To each aad ali of them J cous 
Christ is made wisdom, sud righteousuess, and 
of this actaal, liviag unity of all God's cb:liren 
in Christ Jesas is a justifying and constrain 


children, but by the mner, sure, divine life which 
the Holy Spins has wrought io all aad every 
one of them. The circums ances of knowledge, 
habits, connection, May among 

<m im vest diversity ; but each is one with 
Uarist, as Christ is ove wita the Father, La that 
respect they are to be beld one with eavh other, 
which is the true in aud fultiimeat of 
the preyer of our Lord: ** That they ali may be 
oue ; a8 Thou, Father, art in me, sod | in Thee, 


and Thea in me, that they may be made perfect 
in ove.” OF that actysl, living uaity m Curist, 
we are here to pray for the conti: mation, growth, 
aud fuloess, 

All other and narrower conceptions of the 
usity of God's childrea ia Christ we are here to 
disciaim and reject. Forms of Cb:istian unity, 
other than this primury and esseutul, may 


even form stages in the progress and mudes of 
** the edifying the body of Christ, till we ail come 
in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 


measure of the statare of the fulness of Christ,” 
Bet unity with Christ, in Christ, is siready 
wrought im all Gods chiidren by the one S,irit 
of Christ. This is the beginuiay of the coding 


which we look for ; this is the tires of which the 


that they also may be one ia us “lin them, 


more or jes attatwable or desirable. They may 


of the Soa of God, unto a perfect man, unto the — 
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remarkable gathering in aed he | fire of cur love to Him and to the brethren may 
or he might traly eay it was | ‘line of thiogs,” working to present and } 
& catholic one, there representatives from of grod—the “‘fraite of the 
no less than twenty-five countries; and if be love, joy, loag-suffering, geatie. ; 
Tre Rev. D. Malian (Dublin), Secretary of the | If this be the true ides of the Alliauce, and of 
Irish Brameh of the Allianos, expressed on be- thie gathering together in connection with it, 
ball of his brethrea their deep seuss of the very and we are trve to that idea, we are sure, despite 
kind reception they bad mét with in this historic of the infirmities and faults which cling tw as, 
city: | thas we shall have the thing» we y for. Chris’, 
in were never more favourable than st oar Master, bas so promised. the is faithfai and 
| true; He cannot decoy Himeelf. 
‘These are things that may be prayed for ia 
‘Hie mame. They are within the compass of that 
| oom ve assarance that whatevever we so 
was most . beea carry: 
ca nesting for the gt tnt wank in he yy | 
ie were so few, they | 
not meet with aay He 
tracted that brighter and teeter would soon | 
dawae Upon thew country, aad that would cease 
to be a thorn in Eagland’s side, aud prove itesif | 
: to be, what they loved to cali it, | 
* Pirst flower of the earth, | 
mee was to close by the | 
sivgiuog of the and the was 
prouvunced by the Rev. Tnaomas Curme. 
reason for the prayers we are here to make, ¢— 
the efforts we are here to put forth, for the 
growth aod perfecting of this unity. 1s furmsa 
part, and « primary and essential part, of the 
| witness which we bear Curist« name ; and 
it forma the divine rile, exceeding broad,’ by 
which we are to determice aed exercise our 
| fellowship ia Chriac —oov by outward, uucertain, 
bumaa circumstances attaching to Cud's 


8 


4 


is not that God's | what power of t it ;osesses, is look ing 
children ld be formed inte one — anto Jesea, the Author and | 
community or church. This which is called the i 

visible Charch never has been visible; the unity | for 

which it undertakes to represent does not exist,| I 

never hasexisted. The pretences to it have always | take litile or no account, as respecte the unity 
bees, sre new, and, judging of the futare by of God's children, of modes of w 
past, ever shail be, bat pretences. An organism mental observances, Church polity and edminis- 
never can be itse!f the life ; the life is more than it. | 


i 


~ 


3 
33 


2 


t E 

~ 


not our i pe. ; 

Essentially, it is not our hope at all. For even significant of something greater than that. 
common word—expression remind we of a law of human thous 
in Christ (a summary, say, same truth presents itself to, and is received by, 
)—we do not allege that | every mind, with incidental varieties of concep- 
these or any human words fully and perfectly | tion and comprehension which take their rise 
wards oon only te from the individual ing it. The work of 
I, rly fit that we can find. And | truth on the human soul is life, not mechanism. 
re orm an entire | symmetry uniform action of the machine. 

ty of thought, belief, and experience, We} But the extent of these diversities is greatl 
know it. We may know that such a perfect unity | to be lamented; still more the facility of self- 
of thought and belief is not possible. We sbould assertion, that might, with advantage to all iv- 
it; and we should y pro- | terests concerned, be» estrained; and most of al’, 
irtog | as the history of these differences shows, the evil 
— et hops { it were, it would be a vaiu | tempers are to be deplored which have 


whose senses have been exercised through wide thi 

and various conflict within and withou to | aad tightings 
. @ern betwixt good and evil—as the gi come *‘from our lusts that war in our membera,” 
bave not only at they have Chratenlom 


_ the mines of diviae wisdom, These ail Christian life, but Christead 
and discerament | in tht condition whi Shi 
7 these is no ground to sup- t agency for the removal of the reproach. Oa 
powe that Gad's Spirit is @orking wward any | thin on that on every side we see Christian 


4 
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bad 7. the ever 

of the cl the of such Bat these all, were they 

face of 

: in Christ, aod with each other : t this | buman theories and inventions to the contrary — 
j the loving soul of every one of them 
life and from Christ, aod, with 

And as little is it that God's children should | its good side. Our diversities, freely adopted, 
have the same understanding or discernment of | fear ess! y of the liberty 
all things which God has made known to us in | we enjoy to exr nd _ embody in practic 
savage, the untanght, misled, Se ores evil, greater far than the differences them- 
of priests, etc, cannot have the same discern. The evolving into con- 


though not members of its 


2335 


~~ 


they beard a good deal about British mterests, 
bet he was one of these who believed in the 
trite saying of « great man: ‘Let us trust in 
God, aud keep our powder dry.” | ; 

The motion to adept the having been 
seconded by the Rev. A. M. Preston (Vicar of 
Winslow), it was unauimoesiy carried. 

THE CULTIVATION OF CHRISTIAN UN108. 

The Rev. Andrew Thomson, pv. p. (Edinbergb), 
delivered the foliowing address oa *‘ The Aspects 
of the Present Time a reason for the cultivation 
of Chistian Union” :— 

I am eure that it mest have been noticed, when 
missionaries bave returned to this country from 
forcign fields such ss India, that they usuelly 
expremed their astonishment and regret at the 
comparatively littie motters that so viten divide 
Christians at home, wilbdrawing and absorbing 


epergy, | co-operativn, and making the 


Church weak. They have told us that when 
they looked at the power of the enemy that was 
ty them, at the tremendvus magvi- 
tade of work they bad to do, aud the re- 

ibiity that rested on them as missionaries, 

felt that union among missionaries was a 
first duty, and that many of the questiens w bich 
produced shenahon and division at home ought 


to remain unheeded, or to be indelivitely puet- 


a in face of the common duties that lay 
fure them. I have a deep impression that if 
we ouly realized as we ought the power of the 
enemy im our own country, and the work that 
bas to be dune, with the practical bcathenism 
areund oer own dovors, we should come to feel 
that the course of action that was fittest for the 
missionary in lodia would be the best also for 
the churches avd Ubristians in England, 

Jn order to Christian union, there must be a 
commen Christian life. - But the Evangelical 
Aliacce proceeds on the further priveciple, that 
iv order to this common life there must be the 
faith of a common truth by which this life is 
to be produced and sustained. And there are 
other principles involved ia the constitution and 
action of the Ailiance. One of these m, that 
where Christians capnot be incorporated in the 
same ecclesiastical body, tbis Alhance sbail 
afiurc a platform um whch they sba'l meet and 
exercise wutual sympatby ond affection. What 
oe men would be w that the exercise of 

is Christian brotherly love should be restricted 
by his denomivation? And the extent to which 
the scciety bas operated in this direction has 


to recognition 30 
and taking common groued 
the common evemics of Christ and His 
the went My special work now is 
to indicate some of those forms of evil, in our 
own day and in our own country, whivh with 


it 


the grandest priociples for whivh we are in- 
the religion to which we owe them, to treat 
them as the discoveries and watchwords of un- 
behef. 1 hold that this is not a time for dis- 
and mutual recriminatioa amoug Chris- 
tans. if uvthing better will uuite and compact 
us, the umn of our enemies ought to doit. It 
ws almost treachery to our Master to be turning 
our Weapous agaiust each other wheu the enemy 
1s thundering at the gate. 

2. 1 poss to the opposite , and ask my 
fathers and brethren of the Aluance whether the 
couditio.. of Rumanism in this couatry be not 
ope of those aspects of the times which afford a 

werfui reason for union, in the sense of which 

have explained the werd, in the various seo- 
twns of the Protestant Church. It is a fact 
which cannot be disputed, and to which it is 
worse folly to shat e)es, that the 
Roman Catholic Uhurch bas been increasing in 
numbers and mfluenve, at least in the suutaern 
division vf our wiand, duriug the last quarter of 
aceutuyy. Whether I look at statistics, at the 
mecrease of Roman Catbolic of worship, 
couvents and col or at the bolder position 
which their leading evelesiastics are assuming, 
1 think we must be constrained to acknowledge 


/\ 
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} and thet the necessities of the times made it | been incalculable. It has rubbed off 
more than ever incombent on all the followers | and given wider scope for the play of 
; of Christ to blend truth aad love in fidelity to | love. And the other is, that where an 
comecience with forbéarapce sad cha: ity towards unity Cheetos 
int aims e 
| he thouyht it difficult to conerive. He closed 
: by pledging the meoctieg to the practical accept- 
ance of the resolutions. 
ANNUAL REPORT. 
. The Secretary (Rev James Davis) read an 
3 abstract of the Annes! Report, which appeared 
in Evangelical (hristendom for Uctober. 
Jobn Fiech, (Tressarer), presented the 
| anpval cash statement. 
Colonel Nobl-, in moving the adoption of the 
report, referred im touching terme to the famine 
patires of those present in { of those soffer- 
| by the war in T . He remarked that 
arsault upon 
preseut hour. | 
| tuom to say that modero infidelity bas science on 
2 its side; bat it is a fact which we must look im 
. the face, that it ranks amoog its disciples and 
advocates no inco: siderable number of scientafic 
' men. At this moment our religion is assailed 
im ite credentials, im its doctrines, in its instita- 
tions, and ia the facts of its history. Even the 
fandamental principles of natural religion are 
questioned by a schvol of atheists would 
reduce our couceptions of God te that of a mere 
uniotellyent force. Everything is passing 
through the fire of a remorselers criticism, in 
which nothing shall be saved bat what is divine 
avd iodestructible. One of the must common 
| 
if 


tit 


about this lamenta 
viction is that pees 
to destroy us it we 
only to be 
friendly co-operation 

on the part of all secti 
Church. And this 

hi r 
way of settling Pron 
then walk 


order of procedure 


of covtroversry, and 


and é0 to save & from 
Ititade of sins 
the sb e sick 
about ape the 


pe resping; 


: 


> 


= 


= 


Fa 


and comi 
action, to pe 


societies and churches to thie 


of missions ; 


bich 
giant evils, oo 


estroy 
coped with | 


pray togetber 


hen they sbou 
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the fact, however unwelcome. 1 should not dividing the straws of some insice( I 
shrink in certain circemetances from inquiring troversy, when haman are 
am con- | them, and they could bave saved 
Bat ing them to the fret of Jewas' 
contro-| 4 1 find andther mighty 
and | smong Christians af the 
of difference, rather , missions 
matters of 
to do in bringi 
i never 
on 
od wen do not see alike; this I 
ly both to intellectual and 
It is angry controversy, in 
rit of brotherhood is sacrificed 
u in essentials is ~— th y 
rest, whi they fail m Hl, continent. The HEE t favour it, vn 
eh of Ei time, appears at length to have come. 
jon Mitg world seems waiting for the Chri 
of HEE in | sionary; the seed of the kingdom is 
) be carried forth and sown im all land 
“mo one portion of the Christian Chareh 
Ly to go forth sed possess the world for 
|The commission to do it bas 
Have we the tribes of the spiritual Lerae! 
re done the | enterprise demands aod 
of ehich the Papal system | all. It is more than time that 
power of influencing this | came into foil and f 
organization, ne through it upon the whole world were 
peace and the political condition of nations, | among the different charcbes; 
which is possessed by the heads of the Romish | received bis ove pone ee 
Church? If not, seme of the most recent that esch wes be responsible to 
chapters tory of Germany, and the | for his manner of doing bis works 
actual condition of France at the present mo- ene were allowed to intrede upon 
ment, are fitted to teach us the lesson with a | the work of another while 
mighty em phasis. | single anocen pied district or island in the world. 
3. I regard it as another circumstance calling | What « grand spectacle it would be, sufficient 
aloud for upion among Christians st the prreent | of iteelf to belp in the conversion of our race, 
time, that there is so large ® portion of cur | te behold every section of the Church working 
people living outside the pale of avy church, | in its own sphere, bat each section regarding 
and therefore away from the influence of Chrie- | with prayerful interest the work of the otbers, 
tian institutions and ordinances. We are sur- | and each rejoicip with the angels in the suc-ess 
rounded, in fact, by a vast amount of practical | of the others ! fe come to me that it would be 
beatbeniem in all our cities, and towns, and even | service wofthy of the Evangelical Alhaace, 
villages, and it is among this class that dravken- natorally within the sphere 
pees, licentionsness, improvidetce, infidelity, and rsuade all the great missionary 
misery abound. Have the divisions and aliers- varse; and I say 
tions smong Christians, their little interest in | it without preeum it would be « 
each other’s work, and the absorption of their | courre pleasing to the God Mi for it is 
thoughts with endless discussions about porots | « fact which means much, that the Holy Spirit, 
of difference, bad nothing to do in bringing | in dispensing His blessings upon the jabours of 
ieee? My con- | missionary societies, bas given little heed to the 
denomination by which the aod the 
| missionary were supported. Modern m 
yy the | bave, in this way, taught us the lesson of usion 
y them | and mutual rec:gnition and Jove. We behold 
Christien | the converte of the Charch Mission coming up 
surest | under the guidance of Heber and Henry Martyn 
Man’s | and others, and those of the Congrepationaliste 
r points | led forward by Williams from the South Seas, 
work to- | and thore of the Baptists by Judson, and those 
gether ; God's is, work and uf the Presbyterians by Duff and Wilson and 
as far as you sre agreed, and this w oat pre- | others, and those of the Wesleyans by Coke— 
pare the way for settling your boy of cov- | or rather, we bebold Christians, the fruits of the 
; troversy. ‘God sball reveal even is unte you.” | Spirit, ander ail these pames—and we see an 
Whetber is it of more importance to convert a | sportiec laying bis hand, im joyful ay core 
men to Presbyterianixm cr to Independency, or | PPP them all, and saying, “* Uve is your aster, 
sinner from the error of his way, even Christ ; and all ye are brethren.” 
and bide « The Chairman then called upou 
sad thing to| Pastor Ebni (Geneva), who ssid be had 
mittee of the Swiss Braoch, which | as 
atoms and bal bear the | 
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| what would be the effect if in our times 
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nial OL What was 
doubt the 
refer to the rej 
| was a great and ic 
; no surer foundati 
a man io. 
t, asa 
hed had a 
side; and when 
miods are much 
which they hold 
fact that they did 
potism of Rems 
| whether political ¢ 
Protestantism 
would find that it 
ments, and the firs 
as the supremacy 
middie ages the c 
suppressed, and th 
marked by a won 
the conscience, and 
at all hazards. But Tow rose exXnorog Crist 
| 


ing ight 
e eaid that the be said to stand like fields white already for the 
ell thoeghtful harvest. There were thousands, it is trae, on 


times taunted with * to differ,” bat it who would gladly welcome the messengers of 

should be ratber said that they “agree though truth. He was able to say this from actual «x 
they differ of Gospel work in France and Belgium. 
matters, though differ on less tant | Mr. Noel then referred to Evangelical missions 
subjectr. He said that he trusted that upity of | now being carried on im Paria, such as those of 
sentiment and corporate reunion— | Miss De Brien and of Mr. M‘All, the latter of 
though this was re by some ss a dream | whom has now twenty-two mission stations in 


never to he realized on earth—would be brought | various quarters of the city and its suburbs. He 
about in God's good time by controversy carried | stated that at one of these stations—namely, that 
en with candoor and in love. Controversy was in the Rue de Rivoli—it » 


well 
to deprive it of unfairness and bitterness. Would | filled ; at hone oh 
that all controversialiats might make and kerp station were men, a large proportion of whom 


theologian” of Hollasd : Et si que unqcam | cluded by calling the attention of the meeting to 


repositum sedet wternumque sedebit divina ills | tinent” (Nisbet and Co.), publ 
Pauli monela d\q@tiuy iv dydry.” He would, Foreign Evangelization Society, with the of 
in conclusion, earnestly entreat all who desired | enabling Christian travellers to fraternize wit): 
eir labours. 

detect the presence of Christ in the hearts of |§ The Rev. Prebendary Anderson (Bath) looked 
remembering the wise words of holy Leighton: he had spent as British in at Chamouniz. 
ince a man that he has a | Dr. Punshon had spoken of the sturdy virtocs 

soul to save, and induce him to live up to that | which sprang up under the axe of persecution. 
belief, than bring him over to my opinion ia It is true thet Englishmen owe as much to the 
whatsoever else beside.” persecutors in 


of 
Edward. The 
Oxf 


the ord 
ing special reference might be made to the pre- | never been put out. But Englishmen, even 
sent disastrous war in thu East. Major-General | the worst, are 
Burrows then offered prayer, and after a hymn | never learned the art. 
had been sung, the Rev. Tarrant gave a did not burn hot enou 
brief address on ‘‘ Christian Work on the Conti- | to touch the roots of our great tree of Protestant 
nent.” The g was closed with preyer by | freedom and ou isti > 
the Rev. Dr, Wilts (London). Spain, and Italy, the persecutors knew their 
CONFERENCE MEETING, _ 4°Work, and had time enough and power enough 

Samuel Budgett, Esq. (Bristol), presided, and | to do it thoroughly. They toned ws i | 
briefly introduced the business of this morning. the spiritual garden into a wilderness, which 
He said : All friends of the Alliance rejoiced ia | they called religious peace and Catholic unity. 
acknowledging the effi of the trath which | The Church of Rome is the most successful 
they themselves bad found to be precious. In | teacher of the art of persecution, and what sabe 
proportion as they held it themselves would | teaches she practises. She condemns her victims 
they feel sympathy with the objects which and bands them over to the civil power, hoping 
would be brought before them that day. No that they will be treated gently and wi t 
Christian, he thought, could be satisfied without shedding of blood, whivh means that they are to 
doing some work in proportion to the ability and be burnt. But France has never recovered from 
strength with which he was endowed. | the losses ioflicted on her by the Revocation of 
had been reminded that there was a work for all the Edict of Naotes. With the Protestants «f 
and that if their hands were full of work and France were driven out the great middle classes 
their hearts full of love, there would be no time | which form the strength of Eagland. How 
for quarrelling. mueh of the misery, of the awful infidelity, and 

EVANGELICAL RELIGION ON THE CONTINENT. | of the degrading superstition—how much of the 

On the subject, *‘ Evangelical Religion on the | political disorganization and of the undyiog 
Continent : its ca byt and its difficulties,” ad- hcstility which separates the highest from ¢':. 


dresses were given by the following gentlemen :— | Jowest ranks in Frapce—may be traced to tho 
The Rev. Horace Noel said he loved the Evan- | want of the very people whom the Romish 
gelical Alliance because it kept up the family | persecutors exterminated two centuries ago! 
bond not only between the children of God here When they sent the Protestants out of France, 
in England, also between those in England | they destroyed those who would have media 
aod those on the Continent. There were two ways | between conflicting interests; they sent away its 
in which the work of God upon the Continent | intelligence and enterprise and industry. They 
might be advanced: by showing sympathy tv- might help their Continental brethren by circu- 


AA 
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the unity of the Spirit, while at the same tims wards the labourers who at aod 

the avoidance of false doctrine. : 

which was proscated te 
x to the Continent who were (as heard) 

with for thowe whom they believe ready apmak of fible as 

to be in error—was practic solved by the bat at the same time there were a great number 

Same urney, presented a | testants in the 4 rand 
. 
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‘He gave Srief account of the Lord’s-day Con- 


angelica! Alliance 


at Geneva in 1876, and the formation of 


win a day of rest & great many that were 


men who were robbed of it by competition, — 
the vani shoving | 
ived. Already | 
th the Federation | 
of France, in Hol- 
German 


> 


a better observance of the Lord's-day. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 
PROPOSED DEPUTATION TO ITALY. 


lowers our land, labour- 

for sprea is Gospel, heartily « 
= of the visit of members of the 

il to their Christian brethren in Italy, 
will be acco ied and followed by the divine 
blessing, and\ issue ia promoting greater har- 
mony and more active co-operation among those 
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seoking to spread pure and undefiled rel ia 
that laod.” He should have been he 
eaid, with reading thie resolation ; bat 
it was impossible for any one who had either 
read or heard of the of the evangelization 
of Italy without also having become acquainted 
with the disunion which exists there. ork is 
quiet, and it is only discord which is noisy; 
aod they might remember that half a dozen 


en iu the marsh could make a very 
noise. ork is quiet; discord aad dis- 
arbance make all the nose. And there is much 
uiet work being done ia Italy, of which we 


hear nothing, while every little piece of disanion 
abroad. At the same time 


is loudly trumpeted 
there is a certain amount of disenion. We 
are not absolately “‘a happy family,” as mem. 


bers of various churches, here in E There . 


is a certain amount of discord even here; and 
how can it be expected that there shall be none 
in Italy, where there is to 
union’ There is, first, the historical charch— 
Church of the Valle they think they ought 
to be the evangelists of the Peninsula; thea 
there is the national feeling of the Itslians, who 
a little chafe and resent the 
Ultramontanes, as they call Englis 
were naked «a when their fathers were at 
the height of political greatness. It was to be 
remembered, too, that these men’ had come 
tyranny of uniformity 
from the Church which crushed all individ 
thought and action; and as the human mind 
springs to the opposite extreme, the nataral 
tendency has been to swing back from an abso- 


ession into an extreme of 


portance. 

The Rev. C. M. Birrell seconded the resola- 
tioa, which was 

The meeting with the benediction. 

EVENING MEETING. 

W. E. Malcolm, Eeg. (Scotland), presided. 
After the singing of a hymna, prayer was offered 
by the Rev. Thomas Penrose. 

The Chairman, after intimatiog that we should 
require large-hearted sympathy to listen with 
profit to the words of our foreign friends, read 


for | the 67th Psalm, and added : Whence was it that 


we could put up the prayer of that Psalm, and 
that only by receiving blessing ourselves could 
we bope to be usefal to others? Did it not all 


spriog from the love of God? For God is love, 
unchangeable, everlasting ; and more thao that, 
originating love, for love is of God. If there be 
anything really lovable aboat us, is it not from 
God ? That love stronger than death, bringing par- 
don and peace. Like the light of the san, which, 
visiting our dark earth, is diffased everywhere 
and reflected back again, or like the waves 
which, rolling in from a ocean, are 
broken on the shore, and agaiv, so the 
love from above is shed-abroad in our hearts by 


the Holy Ghost. Ob, that it may be reflected by | 


who, in the presence of a common adversary, are 


us, aud go back to its source, that each may 


men, who. 


November 1, 187. 
dence by which the way was prepared for re- 
inatancing especially events in conne tion 
with the ot the 
_ at Geneva in 1861 and at 1867. 
cieties. At an opinion 
was generally immorality aod 
of nations was in a measure due | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
certain amouat of friction must have been er- 
to the Lord’s-day observance in this pected, and the wonder was that it was not 
country, and the Conference desire to express more pronounced than it was. Allading to 
their sympathy with their Christian brethren | the deputation about to be sent out, he sald he 
on the hoped to be in Italy about the same time, and 
to assu should be happy if anything be could do would | 
tend to promote evangelical unity, which in 
r especially would be of the bighest im- | 
} 
| 
foreign element, who were desirous of carrying | 
out what he might designate the abominable | ; 
Continental Sabbath. They extended hearty | | 
congratulations and warmest sympathy wi | 
this work that was going on in Europe 
The Rev. Samuel Manning, said he | 
had been asked to move the following resolu- J 
tion: ** That the Conference, anxious to pro- ; 
mote peace and cordialit | 
| 


356 EVANGELICAL CHRISTZNDOM. (November 1, 1877 
. “We lowe Him, because He first loved | assumed to be lower than it really is, because 
= more is known of the great cities. In 
The Rev. Professor Legge said he should like, portions of North Germany, in Silesia, 
§ in the few moments allotted to him, to the | Lausitz, Neumark, ant Hanover, there is, how. 
‘i ittem a book om Great Britain and (Greater Bri- | living now in Berlin, among the poorest people, 
like the population of Belleville, in Paris. There 
; we have the same Christian work that you read 
: of in Mies de Bréen’s report, which I received 
7 yesterday bere. The Home M in Berlin 
has traly a great forces and im ty, whieh 
works powerfully amongst the classes of 
the population. I have in my 1 wish thirty 
ladies and more who visit the poor and sick as 
often as poamble, to bring them refreshments and 
, work y among large population 
36,000 inhabitaats, in connection with two other 
ministers and several town missionaries. So we 
hope that an increase of Christian life will be 
manifested from to year. Our divine ser- 
vices oa Sanday are well attended in the north 
of Berlin; and the prayer-meetings, which we 
have every week in a large hall, attract regularly 
crowded andiences. yor please, 
of your Secretary, who you yesterday 
ducing tbe Frapes Week of Janaary 20,000 
bearers came to our meetings, That iv real 
Christian life, if only the commencement. You 
; may be sure that all the institetions which 
can be used by men to increase religious revival 
are to be found in Perlin; bat, as the Lord saya, 
“Mine hour is not yet come.” After 
doa 7 our greatest efforts. we must consider that fi 
of things would long continue im the great | and blood cannot bring the kingdom of Jesus 
; Chinese tield. The er gate a deeply in- | Christ, bat only the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God. 
teresting parrative of the spread of Christianity | Now we are waiting for a better fatare. Pray 
im Chima daring late years, stating thet at the | with us, dear friends, that He may be 
: beginning of this year two friends of his at | diffased over the t of our cities, 
who had taken the reterns of all the | and that the Lord may bless as to His 
r had found that there were between | instruments of Now, we do not 
15,000 and 16,000 men and women in communion | our conscience by this hope; we have the du 
with various Christian Churches. of ing pew ways to reunite the 
The Rev. T. L. Galick (Spain that in 
> ick (Spain) said in pearly every congregation, , 
one sense they might style the British Branch of | frequented by 700 to 800 children. But this 
the Alliance the mother of the branches now to | is a provision only for Sunday, and not for the 
be found in lands might say that they | week ; therefore we founded a new society, a few 
hoped to make their Alliance m in & mis- | years ago, for the purpose of i 
i institution, because it was on this | children of from two to six years in Christiaan 
that they took such a lively interest in | schools conducted by teacher-deaconesses, who 
it. He e highly of various prayer- | are prepared during two years in a seminary at 
which they were accustomed to hold | Nowaweis, near Potsdau.. These d 
, to im that the divine blessing might rest | are instructed to visit the families of their young 
upon the children in the Sabbath-schools, and | children, especially the and sick, and to 
upon the men engaged in the spread of | bring them, by their own and their children's 
the Geapel. He thought ‘this was practical lips, the Gospel of Christ. Every school is a 
For himeelf, be might he was the child of | station, in which we place two or three deacon- 
the Evangelical Alliance. They knew nothing esses, who alternate in these tiring and respon- 
and cared less about the differences between the | sible duties. We give to the whole work which 
various denominations, for they desired only to I describe the name of the celebrated Oberlin, 
be known by the name of Christ; and he rejoiced | a former minister in the “Stone Valley,” in 
b im the bope that os bent er oe Alsate, who died in 1826; and therefore we 
the power of the true would be made name our schools Oberlin Schools; our deacon- 
manifest in Spain. They ly needed the im- | esses, Oberlin Sisters; and our society, the 
fluence of the E ical Alliance there, because | Uberlin Society. The commander-in-chief of 
they had to con against the monster evils of | this large ization for the whole of Germany 
infidelity Nothing Field- General Count Von Moltke, 
y give them strength t strategist ; and we are grateful for bis 
usion which it was the object of the Alliance to be gpm assistance. We mect im Berlin with 
promote. the cordial sym of the population. Our 
Pastor saad feared that the iy friends of the poor and 
present state of Christian 


‘, 


7 


_ One man who had given them considerable help 


| gpoke in high terms of M. Lombard, who, when | 


I lowe my fatherland as love yours. Ger- 
many ie to me what England is to see. Never. 
theless, I will not deny that we have there one 
great y the middie 
also the same ally as you | 
wor = is kingdom ! 
The . T. W. 8 Jones (Naples) said the | 
Se Sow ote Sen on inviting | 
one. { they came to Rome and saw the people | 


SL Peter's, they wogld have new argument 


for earnest prayer on their behalf. Ailuding co 
the two statacs which might be seen on the 
right and left of the “‘ holy stairs,” before which | 
hundreds of pilgrims would kneel, he said he 
ber without seeing how Kome, 
wi aod power and learni 
testified against herself. On the one states 
could be read, *‘ He betrayed me with a kiss,” 
and on the other, “Now is the hour and the 
power of darkness.” In Naples, where they 
were erecting a new sanctuary, he hoped soon 
to see Engimh friends coming on a pilgrimage, 
for he could truly say that here they had felt 
the benefigial effects of the Evangelical Alliance. 
The E ical Churches im Italy were toil- 
ing hard Christ, and it was their joy to 
know that many were serking and finding Jesus. 
Some would remember that in Dante there was 
wondrous scene. The priest in his monk's 
dress was wandering sadly through a long cor- 
ridor of bis monasteryq, A friend met him, 
and esked, “‘ Why are you rad!” The answer 
was, “I am secking " And that is the 
voice of humanity. seeking it in « 
thousand directions in which it can never be 
found; but it should be the object of all who 
loved the Saviour to lead these to Him who 
said, ‘‘ 1 will give you rest.” He trusted that 


a 


a pure Gospel amongst young and old. In con- 
clusion, he said his last words should be * Italy 
for Christ ! Christ for Italy!” 

Pastor Ehni (Geneva) said it sometimes 
appeared to him that they were like differext 
regiments under the same commander. They 
had different uniforms, but to one command they 
gave heed, whether they belonged to infantry or 
cavalry. He might say that in Geneva there 
was a deadly struggle between belief aud un- | 
belief, and it sometimes seemed to him not un- 
likeachemical laboratory, where various elemeots 
were at work. They had Socialism, to begin 
with ; then they the Ultramontanes ; and 
now there was, as it seemed, a charge of al! 
— 7 were under the banner of un- 

ief. Two years ago they opeved a university, 
bat he was afrai it would not be a help to them. 


was Pére Hyaciotbe. He had hed in 
Geneva, and although it coukl not be said that 
his preaching there bad exerted a wide influence, 
there was no doubt be had been of service to the 
Protestant cause. The speaker staid he had 
known a gentleman who had professed himself 
«disciple of J. J. Rousseau, but who, by attend- 
some of Hyacinthe’s lectures, bad been so 
werfally im that he went home and 
to study his Bible. Pastor Ehni then 
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him for distribution; aed in closing, he ex- 
pressed the conviction that, though troubles 
might be before them, they would be found 
strong in the grace which is ia Christ Jesus. 
Pastor Van Andel (Amsterdam) spoke of the 
— state of the churches in Holland. There 
been a strong struggle there, and the 
churches might be said to be almost disorganized. 
There were thousands arrayed against the trath, 
and Rationalism, or ‘‘ Moderatiem,” was beiog 
zealously put forward agaiast the Gospel. lie 
was glad the preachers of the Goapel 


were zealous. In the Netherlands God had « | 


faithful people, who were prayerful and earnest. 
He never went up into a pulpit without feeling 
that numbers were praying fur a blessing on the 
Word. The Evangelical Alliance bad done much 
good throughout Holland. The meetings in 
Amsterdam, where sv many ha met each other 
face to face, had been of great service, and were 
etill amongst their most t memories. He 
believed great good was being done by their 
schoola, 
The proceedings were closed with the bene- 


diction. 
FRIDAY, Serr. 23. 

This morning, at nine o'clock, the members 
and visitors were entertained the Oxford 
Committee at breakfast in Clarendoa 
Hotel. Some 300 ladies and gentlemen as- 
sembkd. 

In the unavoidable absence of Major-General 
Desborough, the Rev. A. M. W. Chri 

ided. At the conclusion of the repast, 

John Finch, Eeq. (Treasurer), said he had 
been asked to make a proposal which, perhaps, 
they would think easy, but which to him was 
somewhat difficult. He had been asked ade- 

Oxt for the kindness they had shown on the 
present occasion. He would ask all first to join 
10 heartily thanking God for the happiness they 
had a during the meetings. Amongst the 
names of those who had been remembered in 
connection with the early history of the Alli- 
ance, he should not like that of Sir Calling 
Eardley to be forgotten. Their best thanks 
were due to Mr. Christopber and Mr. Bazely for 
their kind co-operation and Christian courtesy 
throughout the proceedings. He thought they 
might all bless God that, surrounded as they 
were with all the cares of life, they could bave 
had a week of such pure and hallowed evjoyment 
He then the following resoiution, 
which was seconded by C. H. Bouslield, Esq., 
aud carried by acclamation: ‘‘ That the warmest 
thanks of the members of the E wal Al- 
liance he ted to the Christian friends re- 
sident in Oxford for the excellent arrangements 
which they bave made for holding this Uon- 
ference, and for the entertainment of the visitors 
attending it. They desire to record their obliga. 
tion to the local Secretaries of the Conference, 
the Rev. A. M. W. Christopber, m.a., and the 
Rev. H. C, B. Bazely, n.c.u., for their assiduity 
and Christian courtesy throughout the - 
ings. They also offer their most cordial thanks 
for the kind hospitality generously afforded to the 
foreigners and other delegates. They sepa | 
pray that Christians in Gxford may reap a ri 
reward in the blessings which social intercourse 


travelling, was accustomed to take tracts with 


and fraternal association are, by the ;livine bless- 
ing, 80 likely to bestow. The Conference desire 


Noveniber 1, | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
fifteen years work in Italy gave bim the right | 

| 


higher ob 
_ extend the kingdom of their Lord and Saviour. | 


“gave an address on “Christian Life: defini 


: 

3 


3 
Fess 
? 


say. im conclusion, that he had 
been greatly delighted with the attendance at 
the various They had heard addresses 
wou 


words to which he 


BUSINESS MEETING. 

The final meeting of the Conference was held | 
in under the presidency of 
Richard Y. Bazett, Eeq. (Reading.) 

After a hymn had been sung, the Rev. W. H. 
McKenny offered prayer. 

The Chairman eaid it bad been with no 
ordinary pleasure he had come from Reading to 
attend this ing. He could not even take 
the chair duridg this business portion of their 

ings without many precious memories, 

r he remembered euas ‘With whom it had 
once been their privilege to take sweet counsel 
together : dear Bapties Noel, William Jay, and 
other never-to-be-forgotten friends. He trusted 
that now, as they were nearing the close of their 
busine@s; the biessing which had hitherto rested 
upon their proceedings would still be mercifully 


-vouchsafed. 
CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
The Rev. H. W. Townsend (Leixlip, Dublin) | 


y, or feel, sufficiently to have peace!” Now 
what Christ says: “* My 


is a want of definite knowledge 
source of joy—viz., God Himself. We are never 
told to rejoice in ourselves, or in our powers or 
graces, rather rejoice because your names 


get are written in heaven ” (Lake x. 20). oo 


result of victory gained Christ. you are 
fighting, overwhelmed by of your enemies, 
uncertain whether you are strong enough to 
conquer, you cannot have joy. But learn defi- 
nitely that the battle is Christ's; do not under- 
valoe your enemies (Eph. vi. 20), but take God's 
armour, it all, and accept the vi that Christ 
wins, and learn that “in all these thi we are 
more than uerors Him that loved us” 
(Rom. viii. 35—39); and then thank Him who 
giveth us the victory (1 Cor. xv. 57), and the ‘*j 

of the Lord” will be your strength (Neh. viii. 10). 
(3) Leve. This meeting is a testimony to the 
value of true Christian love. Not thut mistaken 
philanthropy which treats all religious feelings 
with indifference, and would reduce all alike to 
one low level of cold uniformity, which is spiritual 
death. On the contrary, growth in Christian love 
myo from an increasing knowledge of the _ 
of . ucing a ing conformity to His 
any one of God's children, say to one who belongs 
to another denomination, “Take the passages of 
God's Word which you love most, which speak 
most clearly of the love of Christ to you, a sinner; 
learn all you can of the ‘riches of the glory of 
His inheritance’ in you (Eph. i. 18), and then 
apply all these to your brother in Christ, and 
learning how Jesus loves him, go and do like- 
wise.” But further, do not treat this brotherly 
love merely as a privilege really | desirable, if 


| attainable; but learn definitely the yalue put upon 
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to their deep sense of obligation to those | ness of gg oye ee 
) Christian brethren whe, their addresses and | ment.” He sid he would speak chiefly of 
q otherwise, have rendered service to | that inner life which is unseen by man, but if it 
A. re- mane 
spooded, vast then want of 
: The Rev. H. Barne (Vicar of Faringdon), in ledge as to what eternal life is, and how it may be 
reference to the allusion which had been made | obtained. As long as there were misty, confused 
1. ee ideas of human merits, or works to be added on 
members, for it was Se ent a 
he took his degree man once learned that God gies eternal life (Rom. , 
when be was m that r vi. 28), and that he himeeif had | to do 
them hed met for a | but fo tabe what God gives, then he to say 
meeting that day, | of Christ, “He was wounded for my tranagres- 
character, and he w ‘sions, He was braised for 7 the 
| for having afforded hi _chastisement of my peace was on Him ; and 
ing so many whom with His stripes / am Acaled™ (isa. lid. 5); and 
It was a solemn thou Now if « 
joy that morning, tha ' man is alive, we soon learn it, he breathes, 
speaks, moves, etc. So when men has eternal 
hile, he shows the trait of the joy, 
ig to meet by-and-by, | peace (Gal. v. 22). e these t reversing 
| then they might go on fai way vation often peace. How often 
| people continually applying a mental 
t 
M 
| | at peace. It is not what I am, or.do for God, 
that gives-me peace: it is what Christ is, and 
. | does for me, that gives me peace. (2) Joy. The 
. not soon be forgotten. For himeelf, he could | Scriptures Pronel with exhortations to us to 
say he hoped he should be better to the end of | rejoice evermore. Why, then, is joy the excep- 
his pilgrimage for the papaya rgreee tion, pot the rule, among believers’ Surely it 
had listened. He should like to have the feel- 
ung of a dear old Wesleyan whom he knew in a 
former parish. He used to say, ‘* Christians are | 
such covetous folk.” ‘What do you mean?’ 
he was asked. *‘ Oh, bless the Lord, we never 
— but we want another from Him.” | 
could heartily thank God for the good they Had | 
enjoyed, and be trusted that the result of this | 
meeting of the Alliance in the old University | 
city of Oxford would be to broaden their charity, | 
and to deepen their Christian love. ) 
| The Rev. Prebendary Anderson, Sir H | 
Verney, Bart., and the Rev. E. W. Hiteboock | 
7 gave brief addresses, and the proceedings ter- | 
minated, 
| 
| | 
| 


ed by the Conference. 

r. Charles Hill (Scoretary of the Work 

_ Men's Lord’s-day Rest Association), the Rev. 
Zahn (Cope of Good 


4 
2 Rag 


EVENING SERMONS. 


In the evening sermons were preached, as fo!- 


A 
Vicar of Faringdon. 


Regent Square Presbyterian Church, London ; 
in the Wesleyan Chapel, New Ion Hall Street. 


the 
ariat Church, Lambeth, London; and in 
Idate’s Charch, by the Rev. Henry Barne, u.4., 


MISFION IN PARTS. 

In the afternoon of Wednesday, a meeting, con- 
vened by the Rev. A. M. W. Christopher, was 
held in St. Aldate's Rectory-room, *o receive from 
Miss de Brien an account of the Christian work 
in which she is engaged in Paris, 

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SOCIETY. 


A meeting of the friends of the Christian Evi- 
dence Society was held on Thursday afternoon in 
St. Aldete’s Rectory-room, under the chairman - 
ship of the Rev. Prof. Legge, p.p. The Rev. J. 
Gritton, Major-General Burrows, Rev.’ H. Barne, 
u.A., Rev. T. T. Waterman, pa., and Rev. A. 
M. W. Christopher, w.a., severally spoke on va- 
rious tments of its in- 
creasi m portance, a its suspen- 
ston foam want of funds. The Chairman thonght 
that, if adequately sustained, the society might 
be the centre of an extensive and useful organiza- 
tion for counteracting scepticism. The result of 
the meeting was the formation of a committee 
to constitute a local auxiliary for promoting the 
objects of the society in Oxford. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Tuesday, 
9; Eeq., in the chair. 
by the Rev. R. D. — ; 
NEW COUNCIL. 

_..A list of Vice-Presidents and members of 
Council appointed at the recent Uonference held 
in Oxford was ted, and letters were read 
from the Rev. Wriothesley Russell, Lord 
Polwarth, and the Right Hon. William Brooke, 
accepting their appointment as V ice- Presidents. 


of 


Mr J Oniord 

r. John Chilli 

Mr. J. Thornton, Oxford. 

The Rev. Thomas Curry, Wallingford. 


3 


. Tyndale, u.a., Holton. 


B 

M, 

8S. Tyler, Abingdon. 
A 

Ww 


\ 


| 


Cou assure the family of the Christian sym- 
pathy felt with them in this mournfal bereave- — 
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it in God's Word, as a test by which we should | lows : in George Street Congregational Chape! 
examine ourselves whether we be in the faith or 
not (1 John yee And if you desire growth 
im grace, not hey own personal ad- 
vancement in the heart is 
enlarged to desire ey the growth of 
that part of the bedy with which | 
SPECIAL MEETINGS. 
| | 
of the Vi | 
year 
Mr. A. J. 
thanks to the gentlemen of the Press for their 
attention and courtesy daring the sittings of the 
Conference. 
The motion was seconded by the Chairman, 
and carried unanimously. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Thos. Curry, 
the benediction was pronounced by the Rev. £ 
T. Prust, and the proceedings terminated. 
| Henry Jay, u.a., Bampton Low. 
E. 
F. tanton. 
G. 
NEW MEMBERS. 
ad. | 
| 
OBITUARY. 
The death of Major-General Eardley- Wilmot, 
e wees was instru to express to 
_ widow and family of the deceased the deep re- 
Mr. Charles Badcock, Oxford. | heard of the loss 
Mr. James Boffin, Oxford. : i not only by the immediate relatives, 
Alderman Cavell, Oxford. | but by the Christian Church at The | 
Mr. RK. Chillingworth, Oxford. 
R. Cross, Oxford. | 
Mr. F. Crow, Oxford. men 
Mr. R. Hills, Oxford. | APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS. 
Mr. R. P. Hookham, Oxford. The Conse presented to 
The Rey. H. C. B, Bazely, 8.c.L., Oxford. ' ment of Treasurer, Honorary Secretaries, 


— 


SLES 
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tary, and Assistant Secretary, together with the 
Finapoe (Committee. 
DAY OF MONTHLY MEETING OF COUNCTL. 

The second Thureday of each month, at two 

o'clock was upoe. 
OXFORD CONFREERCE. 

The having reported on recen 
im the city of Oxiord, the fol- 
lowieg resolations were unapimously — 


gratefa! valuable services 
rendered their revered friend, Sir Harry 
Verney. Bart., Chairman of the Oxford Committee; 


by the Vice-Chairmen and members of that Com. 
mittee; also by the Rev. A. M. W. Christopher 


and the Rev. H. C. B. Bazely, the Honorary | 


Secretaries, whose courteous attention and active 
with the ives of the 

Couneil coatribated largely to the success which, 
God's blessing, attenJed the recent Conference 

' Christians assembling in Oxford from different 
sections of the Christian Chorch, aod from many 


lands. 

Moved by the Rev. William Arthur, seconded 

the Rev. Dr. Manning™ *‘ That the best thanks 

this Counci! be presented to his Excellency the 
Duke of Mariborough for the special permission 
kindly given to the members of the Council and 
the vistors attending the Conference of the 
Evangelical Alliance in Oxford, to view the 
Palace and of his (Grace's seat at 
Blenheim, in the afternoon of Friday, the 27th 
of September last.” 

The Secretary presented copies of resolutions 


ved at the Conference, on the subject of the | 
Pord’s-day observance on the Continent and of | 


the proposed deputation to Italy. 
MISKIONARY SOCIETIES AND THEIR WORK. 
A communication was read from the Rev. Dr. 


Andrew Thomson, President of the Edinburgh 


riz 


if 


SOUTH LONDOY 
The att monthly meetipg for this season was 


* held on Friday evevitg, October 12, at the house 


of Samuel Watson, Esq., New Perk Road, Clep- 

Tea and coffee having been serde:d, 
Mr. Watson took the chair, and expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to welcome the friends 
seat. After devotional exercises, in which Messrs. 
Corderoy, Martin Smith, Beare, and the Kev. 
William Arthur took part, Mr. A. J. Arnold gave 
an account of the recent Corference held in Ox- 
ford, and stated that they were favoured that even- 
ing with the ce of two brethren from the 
Continent, who had attended the Conference, and 
were pow returning to their fields of labour. 

The Rev. William Arthur briefly supplemented 
Mr. Arnold's statement. 

The Rev. William Priggen (from Vienna) gave 
an account of Christian work in Vienna. Services 
continue to be held in the Evangelical Hall on 
Sundays, and oa all Roman Catholic holidays, and 
are well attended, a police officer being always 
present. The Sunday-school continues its course 
unmolested, though amid many difficulties. They 
have also a Young Men’s Christian Association 
and Bible Class. He then gave interesting de- 
tails of a visit be hed lately paid to the battle- 
fields of Bulgaria. In both the Russian and the 
Turkish armies the nity had been given 
him to distribute parts of the New Testament. 


f 


SUB-DIVISION. 

The Rev. T. W..S. Jones (Naples) said he had, 
in.the providence of God, been working in Italy 
for sixteen years uader the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society. He commenced by inviting 
young men to come to his own house, where be 
formed a Bible class. Some six of these young 
men are now engeged in Christian work. A large 
end flourishing congregation had been gathered, 
in ministering to which Mr. Jones is helped by a 
native pastor, who is an eloquent er. A 
Young Men's Christian Association, numbering 
sixty or seventy members, has been formed, ia 
connection with which a large evening school is 
conducted. Once a month lectures are delivered 
in the church, some 500 or 600 people attending. 
A good work has been done among the Lazzaroni 
and the factory artisans, professed Atheists and 
Communists having been converted. In regard 
to other denominations, the speaker said they too 
were working successfully; the united labours of 
Christians being blessed by God. He then briefly 
referred to the soaened deputation from the 
Evangelical Alliance to Italy, and said he believed 
in Christians being heartily engaged in working 
for Christ. 

The Rev. Dr. McEwan having also spoken, the 
benediction was pronounced by the Rev. W. 
Arthur, and the company adjourned for rofresh- 


nents. 
j 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (November 1, 1877. 
| Branch of the Alliance, on the subject of 
saggestion made ia his address delivered ai the 
| the attention of Christians in foreiga 
mismons—viz., to eodeavoar 
| to bear on the great missionary of the 
world, so as toindace them to respect each other's 
action, and, as far as ible. to avcid intruding 
upon one another's of laboar. 
Moved by the Hon. ev. ’ It was moved — Chairman, seconded by 
{ Blied, and sec nded by George Maberly. Esq. George Maberly, and resolved That in 
| “The Council desire to pat oa record their | view of the great extent to which the whole 
| = 
| ion and erfal in is 
other's work. thos Laatening the time when th 
the 
| the 
opportanity of his passing to 
confer with members of the Paris mittes on 
| = the subject of the Universal Exhibition to be 
. _beld in Paris next year, and the desirableness 
of holding evangelistic services similar to those 
which had beea held on former cocasion by 
this Alliance. The desire was expressed by mem- 
bers of the French Committee to meet some of 
the members of this Council in Paris in the 
moath of November, to confer on the subject, 
and to cecide upon such arrangements as may . 
| thea be thought most suitable. 
| 


